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ALLEGED SEXUAL ABUSE AGAINST CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 

163. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the minister representing the Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services: 

This is a question to which I was unable to get an answer earlier in the week.  I was asked to direct the question 
to the parliamentary secretary representing the Department for Community Development or the minister 
representing the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.  I therefore direct the question to both the 
parliamentary secretary and the minister. 

Will the minister provide the Parliament with the following information - 

(1) The number of charges, if any, laid in relation to the 44 children under the age of 14 years who have 
been infected with sexually transmitted diseases since July 2004? 

(2) The ages of the children who have been the subject of abuse that has resulted in charges? 

(3) The number of charges laid against people who abused children in foster care between April 2004 and 
March 2005? 

(4) The number of charges laid against foster carers in the same period? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

The Minister for Police and Emergency Services has provided the following answer - 

(1) The Western Australia Police Service has advised that although the member has asked for information 
relating to children under 14 years, section 320 of the Criminal Code relating to sexual offences against 
a child refers to children under 13 years of age.  The Police Service advises that as at 29 April 2005, 20 
charges of sexual penetration of a child under 13 years have been laid. 

(2) The Police Service advises that the children were between the ages of six and 12 years at the time of the 
offences. 

(3)-(4) The Western Australia Police Service has advised that it is unable to provide this information. 
 


